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Under every disadvantage as regards money and material, he laboured for months and even years on Laffan's Plain, assisted by his son, to construct a machine that would consent to leave the ground, remain a reasonable time in the air, and then return to earth without smashing itself to pieces. Eventually he succeeded in accomplishing, for the times in which he lived, some remarkable nights, but later he met the same fate as many other aviators of those early days. The country owes much to Cody.
Kites and dirigible balloons were also still in the elementary stage, and like all other aeronautical duties were under the supervision of Colonel (now Major-General Sir) J. Capper.
The tank was not yet in being, but its prototype, the " caterpillar," was, and was thought to have a great future as a tractor for dragging heavy guns and vehicles across broken ground. Universal sympathy was extended to the drivers, who, in consequence of the caterpillar's violent up-and-down motions, experienced all the sensations of acute sea-sickness, and looked it.
In June 1910, while engaged on a staff tour in Leicestershire, I received a letter from Sir William Nicholson offering me the post of Commandant of the Staff College. This unexpected offer, though flattering to me personally and possessing many attractive possibilities, had the drawback common to other army appointments in that the post was greatly underpaid. However, I determined not to be baulked of a promising opening on that account, but to have a try at filling what was one of the most important positions which an officer of my standing could in peace time be called upon to hold. At the end of July I bade farewell to Aldershot, where I had made many friends and had learned much of the practical side of my profession from the officers with whom I had been associated. they thoroughly enjoyed being amongst the troops, while we were delighted to welcome them and to render their visits pleasant.
